H. J. Res. 208
( 1920\/2020
Rinetp-second Congress of the LAnited States of America l gTH A M EN D M EN T

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the eighteenth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-two
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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relative to
equal rights for men and women,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House
conourring therein), That the following article is proposed as an
amendment to the Constitution of the United S , which shall be
valid to all intents and purposes as tution when rati-
fied by the legislatures of th ' al States within

ars from the date of its submi
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Instructions

For this activity, students will analyze andiscuss four
primary documents pertaining to the Equal Rights
Amendment of 1972. At the discretion of the instructort may
be assigned to students aa group activity, or a more
extensive individual assignmentwith a minimum of 45
minutes provided for ompletion. An internet connection and
Adobe Readewill be required for online completion. If
completing printed lesson, see last page for External Links
Cited for embedded hyperlink addresses.

Students will review and familiarie themselves with assigned
documents by completingcorrespondingDocument Analysis
Worksheets additional worksheets are available for
download from theNational Archive& Torecord answers in
digital form, follow these steps:

1. On the left side of the PDF Taskbar, click Tools

2. Click on the Fill & Sign icon

3. Click on desired area of documentto record response

4. Begintypinginfield L @9 L K9 QK C2QH= 2

Following completion of Document Analysis Workshest

students will ansver corresponding discussion questions SENE[A FAI.LS N. Y
with some requiring access toelated extemal online links for 0O
completion. To record answers in digital form, follosteps 3 :

and 4 listed above. S . HUUSTUN,TX.
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Once students have completed the discussion questiorikey

will share their responses with the class, with the instructor " gy ——

facilitating further discussion.



https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets

Background on the ERA

The Social Movement Era of the 1960s presented America witt
multiple opportunities for equality through legislation. Once of
L@=K= ?2J9KKJGGLK EGN=E=FLK 09
Movement, which called for political and social reform on
severalwomen-related issues. The Equal Rights Amendment
(ERA), originally passed by Congress in 1972 with a deadline f
ratification by March 1979, gained much support from women
and men who felt social change could be garnered through
legislation. Thirtyfive state legislatures approved the
amendment for ratification, however, 38 was the magic numbel
needed. In 1978 Congress and President Carter extended the
<=9<DAF= LG (MF= VyK ©0muwe K L@
would not come by that time.

Since thel982 deadline has passed, the ERA has continued to
generate complex constitutional questions and debate. Four
states 1, Nebraska, Tennessee, ldaho, and Kentuckyhave
since voted to resaid ratification. Additionally,South Dakota
has stated its vote irfavor of ratification lapsed following the
original deadline of March 19790 further compound legal
arguments, the states of Nevada, Illinois and Virginia have sinc
voted to ratify the amendmenton the grounds that Congress
never had the power to set deadline to begin with.Resolution
to these questions regading the ERA maye reachedby our
courtsthrough analysis and intepretation of primary sources.
Or perhapsthrough ratification of a Constitutional amendment
to clarify theratification processA L K =ry>timeSwill tell.







